


















and	educational	 systems	analysis,	 quasi-experimental	work,	 theoretical	 studies,	 as	well	 as	
comparative	work,	 and	 informal	 and	mobile	 learning.	 	 These	 studies	 embrace	disciplinary	
perspectives	 as	 diverse	 as	 Art	 and	 Design	 Education,	 Engineering,	 Mathematics,	 and	
Education.	 	 The	 featured	 research	 frameworks	 include	 participatory	 work,	 collaborative	
action	 research,	 and	 arts-based	methods,	 as	well	 as	more	 formal	mixed	method	 studies.		
Major	themes	of	sustainability,	inequality,	and	employment	cut	across	political	contexts	from	
Europe	to	Asia,	Africa	and	Australasia.		The	settings	feature	practices	from	the	design	studio	
to	 the	 mathematics	 classroom,	 and	 include	 both	 formal	 and	 informal	 learning	 designs.		
Furthermore,	the	technologies	of	learning	embraced	in	the	research	collected	here	inevitably	
transform	and	challenge	our	notions	of	place,	as	teachers,	learners	and	researchers.		Mobile	













and	educational	 technology	 in	 institutional	 settings.	Their	 study	provides	a	perspective	on	
institutional	educational	technology	policy	informed	by	current	understandings	of	inequality.	
Using	content	analysis	of	institutional	educational	technology	policy	and	strategy	documents	



















academic	mobility,	 reduction	 in	 the	 cost	of	 educational	 services,	 and	 improvement	 in	 the	
accessibility	 of	 education.	 Their	 study,	 undertaken	 at	 the	 Ural	 Federal	 University,	 uses	 a	
framework	 of	 blended	 learning,	 and	 online	 learning	 with	 tutoring	 support.	 The	 featured	
MOOC	implementation	showed	mixed	learning	gains.	The	results	of	this	empirical	research	
may	 be	 useful	 for	 heads	 of	 educational	 organizations	 and	 teachers	 in	 making	 strategic	





from	 the	 challenges	 facing	 design	 studio	 educators	 as	 the	 use	 of	 technology	 in	 higher	
education	increases	dramatically,	and	conventional	design	studio	facilities	are	reconfigured	







The	paper	by	Honeychurch	and	Patrick	employs	 ‘Affinity	 Space’	 and	 ‘Connected	 Learning’	
theories	 to	 explore	 effective	 learning	 interactions	 in	 a	 massive	 online	 community	 that	
nurtures	 a	 participatory	 online	 culture	 (CLMOOC).	 	 They	 investigate	 how	 the	 ethos	 of	
reciprocity	and	creative	playfulness	has	developed	in	CLMOOC,	using	a	detailed	analysis	of	
Twitter	 interactions	over	a	 four-week	period.	 	 They	conclude	 that	 the	key	 features	of	 the	
community	are	framed	by	affinity	spaces	and	explicit	engagement	with	connected	learning,	
leading	to	supportive	behaviours	of	participants,	who	describe	themselves	as	belonging	to,	




Sclater’s	paper	 focuses	on	Technologies,	 Sustainability	 and	Art	 and	Design	Education.	 She	
argues	 that	 there	 is	 an	 urgent	 need	 to	 develop	 new	 pedagogies	 for	 socio-ecological	
sustainability,	and	that	this	requires	Interdisciplinary	approaches	and	new	ways	of	thinking,	
	 3	
working	 and	 researching	 practice.	 She	 further	 argues	 that	 there	 is	 need	 to	 adopt	 critical	
approaches	to	the	use	of	technology	in	learning	to	embed	a	consciousness	of	socio-ecological	
sustainability	within	education.	The	paper	looks	at:	the	relationship	between	aesthetic	and	
creative	 responses	 that	 consider	 both	 individual	 (Deweyian)	 and	 societal	 perspectives	










that	 exist	 there.	 The	 impact	 of	 mobile	 technology	 on	 language,	 and	 the	 projects	 of	
international	development	are	also	considered.		He	then	consolidates	these	within	a	broader,	
critical	 historical	 framework	 that	 views	 education	 and	 technology	 as	 instruments	 of	 the	
hegemony	of	the	global	North,	reinforcing	its	values	and	world	view.	Traxler	points	out	the	






at	 the	 centre	 of	 these	 developments.	 The	 paper	 examines	 recent	 e-learning-related	
developments	 in	 King	 Saud	 University	 (KSU),	 King	 Faisal	 University	 (KFU),	 King	 Abdulaziz	
University	(KAU),	and	the	Saudi	Electronic	University	(SEU).	As	part	of	this	analysis,	Aljaber	
focuses	on	the	challenges	that	are	being	encountered,	and	the	strategies	that	each	of	these	
institutions	 is	 implementing	 to	 support	 and	 develop	 e-learning.	 	 The	 role	 of	 international	
partners,	 particularly	 the	 UK	 and	 US,	 in	 supporting	 e-learning	 financially,	 socially	 and	






China’s	 significant	 achievements	 in	 e-learning	 are	 pervasive.	 They	 relate	 to	 infrastructure	
construction,	 resources	 construction,	 academic	 education,	 non-academic	 training,	 and	
education	 for	 disadvantaged	 groups.	 	 However,	 challenges	 have	 emerged	 in	 the	
implementation	of	e-learning	that	urgently	need	to	be	addressed.	Zhang,	Wang	and	Liu	argue	














university	 is	 possible	 in	 Malawi	 and	 that,	 considering	 that	 other	 African	 universities	 are	
operating	 in	 similar	 economic,	 technological	 and	 political	 landscapes,	 they	 can	 are	 also	
embrace	the	concept	of	a	digital	university. 
	
In	a	short	concluding	reflection,	Sclater,	Lally,	and	Brown	consider	some	emerging	themes	in	
the	domain	of	Technologies,	Learning	and	Culture.		It	is	our	hope	that	this	collection	of	papers	
will	serve	as	a	reference	point	for	future	work	in	this	emerging	field.	
	
Madeleine	Sclater	and	Vic	Lally 
	
